This is a characteristic example of the now well-known type of blotchy red flushing over the neck and upper thorax, discussed by Charles Darwin (" The Expression of the Emotions," 1872), and amongst others by Harry Campbell, in his book on "Flushing and Morbid Blushing," 1890. The patient is a moderately fat Russian (not Jewish) woman (Mrs. C. F.), aged 62, who has permanent high bloodpressure (brachial systolic, over 200 mm. Hg) and who came under treatment for a swelling in the right parotid region (which has been removed elsewhere by radium treatment).
!5ection of Mermatoloop
President-HENRY MACCORMAC, C.B.E., M.D. [January 17, 1935] Darwinic Blotchy Flushing over Neck and Upper Thorax in an Elderly Woman with High Blood-pressure.-F. PARKES WEBER, M.D. This is a characteristic example of the now well-known type of blotchy red flushing over the neck and upper thorax, discussed by Charles Darwin (" The Expression of the Emotions," 1872), and amongst others by Harry Campbell, in his book on "Flushing and Morbid Blushing," 1890. The patient is a moderately fat Russian (not Jewish) woman (Mrs. C. F.), aged 62, who has permanent high bloodpressure (brachial systolic, over 200 mm. Hg) and who came under treatment for a swelling in the right parotid region (which has been removed elsewhere by radium treatment).
The blotchy red flushing (which does not seem to bother her) occurs always on the least mental excitement and is, of course, accompanied by a feeling of heat in the parts in question. It extends over the whole of the neck, shoulders and upper thorax, from the lower borders of the hairy scalp and lower jaw to the spines of the scapule and (in front) to the fifth ribs. It also spreads over the ears and the sides of the face (very slightly) and down the outer part of the upper arms and between the scapulam on the back. Over a great part of the area involved the blotchy redness becomes confluent. When the patient is left alone and the excitement ceases, the redness gradually fades in ten or fifteen minutes. This Darwinic type of flushing in the patient's case seems to have commenced after her menopause (1919), when she was 47 years old. Before that time-at all events as a girl-she was subject, like most other girls, to ordinary blushing of the face.
It would be interesting to know in what proportion of women with this type of flushing there is high blood-pressure. The patient was married in 1904, but has never been pregnant. Her blood-serum gives a negative Wassermann reaction, but positive Meinicke (Truibung and Klarung) reactions. This case may be contrasted with that of a young unmarried woman (I. W.), aged 22, at present under observation for typical migraine, to which she has been subject from the age of 10. Her ordinary facial blushing has always been of somewhat blotchy distribution. But since the summer of 1934, when she is excited and under observation, red blotches are apt to appear on both her upper arms, notably at the back just above the olecranon. Brachial blood-pressure (January 10, 1935): 120/68 mm. Hg. APRIL-DERM. 1
